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of interest would welcome a situation in which, for example, the forces of a French regime supported by Great Britain might have to shoot French Communist workers, or a Soviet-sponsored Polish regime to take oppressive measures against ecclesiastical resistance. They would expect the influence of both main powers to be exercised in such a way that both the local regimes and their local opponents would avoid a policy likely to result in such disastrous events. This would involve a mutual obligation not only to discourage opponents within the Allied camp from extreme forms of opposition, but also to prevent a British-sponsored French regime from adopting an extreme anti-Labour policy as well as a Soviet-sponsored Polish regime from taking an anti-ecclesiastical course*
On the other hand those who desire Anglo-Soviet cooperation over the whole of Europe, unless disposed to wishful thinking,l cannot pass over the fact that the regimes likely to arise in the various parts of Europe will tend to approach the British pattern in the West and the Soviet pattern in the East. For the British and the Soviet systems have themselves evolved out of conditions somewhat similar to those prevailing in the other West or East European countries respectively, and are therefore likely to command special sympathy in these regions, even without any attempts by the leading Great Powers to establish their hegemony. Any realistic conception will take account of the fact that the larger contributions which the Great Powers are to-day bound to make to the defence of the system are not likely to be forthcoming unless the policies of the lesser powers are kept within a framework acceptable to the greater. This has nothing to do with alleged " higher rights " of large nations as compared with small ones ; it is the simple consequence of the necessity of justifying before the citizens of the Great Powers the sacrifices that they are asked to make for the defence of the smaller members of the system, and which they will not be ready to make for conditions they consider unjust and harmful. If a Communist regime in Holland should try to set an example in. the Dutch East Indies of what, in its opinion, the British ought to do in India, such a regime could not expect the protection of the British fleet to be forthcoming for defending its experiment against the Japanese* Nor could a Polish regime which shot strikers and explained such action by claiming that it was " defending Christian civilisation
1A criticism which some readers may raise against G. J). H. Cole's book, Russia and the. Future, London, 1941.